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CHINA. 

SHANGHAI. 

By  Consul  General  Thomas  Sanmious,  May  1. 

Regardless  of  the  European  war  and  other  serious  obstacles,  the 
trade  of  Shanghai  was  fairly  satisfactory  during  1915. 

The  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  to  support  an  active 
boycott  on  Japanese  goods  and  steamers,  the  monarchical  movement 
at  Peking,  and  the  British  enemj'^-trading  restrictions  as  applied  to 
China  Avere  among  the  local  complications  that  contributecl  to  the 
serious  and  more  general  interference  with  normal  trade  conditions. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  foremost  American  steamship  facilities 
added  to  the  general  dislocation  of  ocean-carrying  facilities  and  ab- 
normal freight  rates.  The  reduction  in  American  tonnage  for  the 
year  amounted  to  about  25  per  cent. 

Shanghai's  trade  was  assisted,  however,  by  numerous  local  condi- 
tions, such  as  profits  in  dyes,  opium,  and  rubber  stocks,  a  revival 
of  raw  and  pongee  silk  sales,  and  increased  tea  exports. 

Features  of  Trade. 

The  importation  of  foreign  goods  was  still  further  restricted  in 
1915,  and  this  tended,  on  the  whole,  to  benefit  Japan,  China's  nearest 
neighbor.  Holders  of  stocks,  chiefly  natives,  have  made  handsome 
profits  in  many  instances,  and  it  is  estimatect  that  in  German  dyes 
alone  a  profit  of  approximately  $8,253,000  was  realized.  Opium 
dealers  also  realized  large  profits  resulting  from  the  rapid  increase 
in  the  price  of  the  drug,  a  result  of  the  restrictions  placed  on  further 
imports.  Dealers  in  iron  and  steel  and  manufactures  thereof  also 
have  done  exceptionally  well. 

The  tj'phoon  of  July  28,  1915,  caused  much  damaged  goods  to  be 
thrown  on  the  market  to  the  detriment  of  trade  in  various  lines.  The 
British  steamer  Tcresias^  which  was  mined  on  the  way  out,  accounted 
for  further  quantities  of  damaged  goods  being  placed  on  the  market. 
The  sinking  of  the  British  ship  Dlomed  and  the  Japanese  steamer 
Tvsaka  Mam,  however,  deprived  the  port  of  a  large  quantity  of 
cargo. 

Silver  was  plentiful  during  the  year  and  reached  its  zenith  in 
March,  when  72,000,000  taels  of  sycee  ($39,000,000)  and  21.000,000 
dollars  ($11,403,000  United  States  currency)  were  more  or  less  un- 
employed. Foreign  banks  in  many  cases  refused  to  allow  interest 
on  deposits. 

Increasing  Trade  Between  United  States  and  Shanghai. 

Several  new  American  houses  were  established  in  1915.  Both  ex- 
ports to  and  imports  from  the  United  States  show  a  satisfactory 
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advance.  The  advance,  however,  has  been  seriously  hampered  by  the 
hick  of  adequate  shipping  facilities,  the  only  regularly  scheduled 
American  steamer  available  at  the  close  of  the  year  being  the  C'hina^ 
formerly  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.'s  fleet.  However,  regard- 
less of  Avar-time  difficulties  in  securing  freight,  American  importers 
at  Shanghai  managed  to  secure  considerable  space  from  time  to  time. 

Freight  rates  became  almost  prohibitive,  particularly  following 
the  withdraw'al  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.'s  fleet  and  the 
transfer  of  the  large  Great  Northern  steamer  Minnesota  from  the 
Pacific. 

Banking  facilities  have  been  fairly  satisfactory,  and  the  strength- 
ening of  the  International  Bank  through  the  action  taken  by  New 
York  bankers  was  received  with  enthusiastic  commendation. 

An  exceptionally  large  number  of  inquiries  regarding  business 
possibilities  are  being  received  at  the  consulate  general,  and  in  nu- 
merous instances  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  are  send- 
ing experienced  representatives  to  make  detailed  ])ersonal  investi- 
gations. 
Shanghai  Building  Boom. 

The  Shanghai  building  boom,  which  commenced  in  1914,  continued 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  1915.  Of  the  more  representative 
buildings  completed,  two  of  the  foremost  "  skyscrapers  "  of  the  Far 
East  attract  especial  attention.  These  buildings  cover  large  areas 
and  are  approximately  110  feet  high.  They  are  located  on  the  w^ater 
front,  or  Bund,  and  are  utilized  for  offices  and  apartments  for  resi- 
dential purposes.  They  are  understood  to  be  the  largest  buildings 
in  the  Far  East. 

The  Shanghai  Municipal  Settlement  building  is  not  yet  completed, 
and  the  advance  in  the  cost  of  building  materials  threatens  to  sus- 
pend a  large  part  of  the  building  operations  that  were  planned  for 
1916. 

Building  operations  continued  to  be  fairly  active  throughout  the 
year;  permits  were  issued  for  6,892  structures  in  1915,  as  against 
8,824  in  the  exceptionally  active  previous  year  and  4,435  in  1913. 
The  most  important  buildings  erected  or  in  progress  of  construction 
included  3,990  Chinese  houses,  3  Chinese  hotels,  25  foreign  dwelling 
houses,  6  cotton  and  other  mills,  2  silk  filatures,  1  cold-storage  Avare- 
house  and  offices,  1  printing  establishment,  1  water  toAver,  and  3 
blocks  of  stables. 
Population  of  Shanghai — Increased  Cost  of  living. 

The  census  of  the  population  of  Shanghai  was  taken  in  October. 
The  figures  for  the  International  Settlement  were  as  folloAvs:  For- 
eigners, 18,519;  natives,  620,401;  total,  638,920.  In  the  French  Con- 
cession there  were  2,405  foreigners  and  146,595  natives — total,  149,- 
000 — making  a  total  of  787,920  in  these  two  foreign  settlements. 
The  population  of  the  five  leading  foreign  nations  represented  in 
Shanghai  Avas  as  folloAvs :  Japanese,  7.387 ;  British,  5,521 ;  American, 
1,448';  German,  1,425;  Portuguese,  1,352. 

The  foreign  and  native  population  as  given  above  does  not  include 
that  of  the  native  city  and  the  surrounding  districts  of  Shanghai. 
It  is  estimated  that  if  these  are  included  the  combined  population  of 
Shanghai  may  be  placed  at  approximately  1,500,000. 
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The  cost  of  livino:  in  the  Shanghai  district  increased  much  more 
during  1915  than  for  many  previous  3'ears.  The  price  of  most  of  the 
usual  commodities  has  advanced  in  spite  of  the  low  price  of  gold 
ruling  during  the  last  six  months  of  the  ,year.  The  difficulty  of 
replenishing  exhausted  supplies,  due  to  the  shortage  of  shipping  and 
the  higher  prices  demanded  by  the  manufacturers,  are  given  as  the 
chief  reasons  for  the  high  prices. 

Shipping — Excessive  Freight  Rates — Increasing  Japanese  Tonnage. 

The  year  opened  with  a  heavy  demand  for  space  on  ocean  carriers 
for  Europe  and  America,  and  this  continued  up  to  July,  when  it 
slackened  somewhat.  The  end  of  the  year,  however,  again  found 
tonnage  scarce.  American  merchants  were  further  handicapped  by 
the  enemy-trading  regulations  inaugurated  by  the  British  authorities, 
and  as  shipping  facilities  were  largely  controlled  at  the  end  of  the 
year  by  the  British  and  Japanese,  the  situation  became  serious  in 
handling  cargo.  The  results  were  excessive  ocean  freight  rates, 
annoying  delays,  and  irksome  interferences  generally  with  the  ocean- 
carrying  trade. 

The  total  tonnage  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  Shanghai  dur- 
ing the  year,  including  sailing  craft  amounting  to  272,665,  was 
16,849,638,  as  against  18^950,918''in  1914  and  19,580,151  in  1913. ' 

The  following  table  shows,  by  countries,  the  total  tonnage  of  steam 
vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  Shanghai  durino-  1914  and  1915 : 


Countries. 

1914 

1915 

Countries. 

Tonnaqe. 
444, 672 
151,081 

7,848,371 
131,712 
126,733 
440, 473 

1,117,742 

Tonnage. 
313,622 

Japanese 

Norwegian 

British 

6,761,959 

SU,932 

137,740 

303, 677 

037 

Russian 

Swedish 

Dutch       

Chinese 

Total 

1914 


Tvnnage. 

4,  704, 467 
154, 694 
224, 948 
40,985 

3, 347, 287 


18, 733, 167 


1915 


Tonnage. 

5,137,026 

146,039 

209,024 

47, 532 

3, 434, 785 


16, 576, 973 


Forecast  for  1916. 

While  191G  opened  well,  the  monarchical  movement  exercised  a  de- 
pressing influence  on  business,  and  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolution, 
the  third  within  the  last  five  years,  disorganized  business.  Merchants 
are  awaiting  the  outcome  of  prevailing  unsettled  conditions,  and  until 
the  political  atmosphere  clears  there  is  little  prospect  of  satisfactory 
trade  relations. 

The  announcement  that  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  service  is  to  be 
reestablished  and  that  other  lines  are  to  be  available  for  the  port  of 
Shanghai  is  encouraging,  especially  to  American  interests,  and  will 
do  much  to  relieve  the  situation  created  in  1915  by  the  withdrawal  of 
the  former. 
Shanghai's  Foreign  Trade  Decreases. 

Shanghai's  foreign  trade  decreased  by  approximately  $14,000,000, 
or  nearly  5J  per  cent,  in  1915,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  figures 
for  1914  and  1915:  Imports  from  foreign  countries,  $159,854,997  in 
1914,  $121,307,203  in  1915 ;  exports  to  foreign  countries,  $98,953,703 
in  1914,  $123,279,921  in  1915;  total  $258,808,700  «  in  1914,  $244,587,124 

"  Given  as  .$270,010,868  In  the  annual  report  for  1914,  the  conversion  of  the  haikwan 
tael  into  gold  doUars  being  at  the  rate  of  69.9  cents.  The  conversion  of  the  tael  in 
this  report  is  at  the  rnte  of  67  cents  for  1914  and  61.2  cents  for  1915. 
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:in  1915.  These  figures  show  that  the  loss  is  entirely  in  the  import 
trade,  the  shrinkage  in  it  being  $38,547,791:,;  the  export  trade,  largely 
because  of  a  revival  of  raw  silk  and  other  shipments,  recovered  to  the 
extent  of  $24,326,218. 

Exchange,  which  influences  trade  to  a  considerable  extent,  may  be 
said  to  have  been  favorable  to  exports  and  unfavorable  to  imports. 
As  a  rule,  high  exchange  favors  imports,  while  low  exchange  aids  ex- ' 
ports.    Ocean  freight  rates,  however,  being  paid  in  gold,  modified  this 
general  rule  during  1915. 

Principal  Articles  Imported. 

A  list  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  Shanghai  during  1915, 
taken  from  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs,  is  presented  below,  to- 
gether with  the  returns  for  the  previous  year : 


Articles. 


Arms  and  ammimitioii.... 
Bags: 

Cotton 

Gunny — 

New 

Old 

Bedsteads: 

Brass 

Iron;  etc 

Belting  machine 

B  enzine 

Biscuits 

Books,  printed 

Building  materials 

Butter 

Candle-raaliing  materials: 

Stearine 

Candles 

Canned  goods: 

Abalone 

Fruits  and  vegetables. 

Meats 

Milk,  condensed  and 
sterilized,  and  evap- 
orated cream 

Cement 

Chocolates 

Cigareties: 

First  Quality 

Second  quality 

tygars 

sSkrks 

Coal: 

English 

Ilongay  (Tongking) . . . 

Japan 

Coffee 

Cotton,  raw 

Cotton  goods: 

Brocades,  Italians,  sa- 
teens, etc.,  white 

Dimities,  piqufe,  and 

quiltings 

Drills- 
American 

English 

Japanese 

Indian 

Dyed  cottons- 
Italians,  plain, fast 

black 

Lasttngs,  Mack 

Sateens,  black 

Venetians,  Mack.. . 
Italians,  plahi,  col- 
ored   

Venetians,    plain, 

colored 

Sateens,  plain,  col- 
ored  

Italians,  figured... 
Lastings,  figured. . 
Venetians,  figured. 


1914 


$711,586 

150,977 

907,642 
167,947 

18,319 
112,677 
123, 405 

47, 159 

86,464 
156, 297 

35,643 
192,565 

225, 460 
284, 798 

63,425 
112,418 
33,668 


285, 755 

190,900 

9,596 

590,784 

4,691,342 

198,351 

170,501 

92,076 

212,560 

2,976,036 

35,814 
1,553,355 


349, 545 

181,919 

414,230 

37,320 

592, 162 

1,158 

4,034,159 
134, 509 
189,365 

2,065,633 

836,427 

710, 803 

353,-523 
897,093 
264,186 
155, 688 


1915 


$31,728 

196,986 

1,525,159 
93,713 

12,163 
60,5:^9 

148,364 
60, 659 
36, 104 

112,793 
63,117 

133,753 

146, 856 
201,400 

17,922 
70, 724 
21,842 


205,137 
153,408 
14, 692 

561,389 

4,271,518 

180,410 

113, 288 


201,644 

2,629,999 

40,561 

3,850,944 


165, 096 

36, 643 

234, 639 
33, 741 

557, 195 


2, 270, 199 
63,299 
136,328 
(18,217 


1,71 


348,918 

399, 455 

222, 473 
562, 208 
183,606 
176,786 


Articles. 


1914 


Cotton  goods— Continued. 
Dyed  cottons— Contd. 

Brocades 

Drills,  43  yards,  in- 
cluding Silesias . . 
Shirtings  and 
sheet  in  gs,  in- 
cluding cam- 
brics, lawns, 
and  muslins,  36 

to  40  yards 

Turkey '   reds,  25 

yards 

Flannels,  plain,  dyed, 
and  printed,  30 
yards- 
American 

Austrian 

Belgian 

Dutch 

English 

(j'erman 

Japanese 

Russian 

Flannel,  striped- 
Japanese 

other 

Handkerchiefs 

Jeans- 
American 

Dutch 

English 

Japanese 

Lenos,  white,  30  yards. 

Melton  cloth 

Printed  cottons — 
Chintzes,  plain  cot- 
ton  prints,  and 
printed  shirtings, 
not  exceeding  30 

yards 

Crfpe,  not  exceed- 
ing 30  yards 

Drills,  "furniture, 
and  twills,  not 
exceeding         30 

yards 

Sheetings- 
American 

Austrian 

English 

Japanese 

Shirtings — 

Gray,  plain- 
English 

American 

Japanese 

White,  plain — 

American 

Dutch 

English 

Japanese 


$126,913 
88,248 


378,934 
334, 665 


658,339 

14,375 

744 

1,284 

213,423 

1,217 

151,618 

239 

20, 688 
83,316 
190,624 

57,499 

81,658 

3,473,846 

172,841 

33,443 

335 


711,883 
181,293 


95, 731 

2,331,346 
112,248 
493, 539 
315,969 


7,048,782 

8-t6 

158,523 

555 

318,669 

9,114,916 

87,558 


1915 


$74, 378 
71,856 


237,038 
142,646 

428, 109 


27, 688 
'i94,"353 


46,590 

14,430 

175,922 

11,093 

30,986 

1,992,181 

695,567 

8,156 

782 


294,205 
42,642 

26, 265 
1,226,990 


119,646 
368,968 


4,939,645 


285,268 


6,208,910 
158,132 
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Articles 


Cotton  goods— Continued. 
Shirtings,   white,   fig- 
ured,    brocaded, 
striped,  and  spotted. 
T  cloths- 
Dutch 

Eut^lish 

Indian 

Japanese 

Thread,  on  spools  of 
50,  100,  200,  500,  and 

1,000  yards 

Velvet  and  velveteens, 
IS,   22,    26,   and    30 

inches 

Vestings 

Yarn,       gray       and 

bleached 

Indian 

Japanese 

Cjiinders  and  drums,  iron 

'and  steel 

Drapery 

Dyes: 

Aniline 

Indigo- 
Liquid,  artificial... 

Paste,  artificial 

Electric  materials 

Enameled  ware: 

Basins 

Bowls,  cups,  and  mugs. 

Another 

Fire-extinguishing    appa- 
ratus   

Fish,  salt 

Flour,  wheat 

Furniture      and     cabinet- 
making  materials 

Garters  and  suspenders 

Gasolene 

Ginseng 

Glass,  window 

Graphophones  and  accfso- 

ries 

Haberdashery  and  millin- 
ery   

Hosiery 

Instruments: 

Nautical  and  surveying 
Medical  and  surgical. . . 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware 

Lanterns 

Leather: 

Calf,  kid,  and  colored. . 
Cow — 

American      and 

European 

Hongkong     and 

Straits 

Enameled,   japanned, 

and  patent 

Harness 

Sole 

Locks  and  padlocks,  brass 

and  iron 

Lumber:  Planks  and  logs- 
Hardwood 

Softwood 

Teak 

Machinery: 

Cigar    and    cigarette 

making 

Cotton  and  spiiming 

mills 

Electric-power  station . 

Flour  mills 

Printing 

I'ropellmg  (boiler,  tur- 
bines, etc.) 

All  other 

Machines:     Sewing     and 

knitting 

Match-making    materials: 
Parafin  wax 


1911 


$139,117 

667 

1,1S0,4S9 

490 

120,514 


227,316 


041,815 
208, 793 


9,431,644 
9,748,815 

80,074 
54,371 

1, 299, 295 

4,472,036 
742,885 
901, 161 

222,529 
18, 069 
53,301 

62, 479 
790, 775 
297, 317 

65, 510 
80, 201 
35,326 
399, 553 
240, 492 

80, 255 

149, 787 
57, 795 

35, 374 

70, 152 

241,756 

44, 820 

76, 683 


2,432 

220, 151 

9,847 
27,334 
59,332 

60,917 

379,443 

1,510,351 

85, 172 

143, 129 

1,202,143 

351,499 

168,079 

38,658 

383,824 
226,248 

140, 462 

547, 762 


1915 


Articles. 


$15,336 

61,006 
700,950 

10, 128 
192,455 


218, 392 

114,970 
36,521 


8, 832, 496 
7,941,432 

60,462 
41,875 

74,940 

2, 280, 036 
217,015 
648, 145 

26, 724 
22,5.54 
13,356 

18,158 
755, 704 
52, 608 

19,457 

60, 052 

8,318 

351,454 

162, 827 

78, 671 

12S,  740 
41,714 

29, 668 
52, 502 
81,464 
4,995 

40,753 


1,096 

298,616 

9,795 
2,825 
48,947 

54,664 

177,204 

956,515 
110,121 

3,182 

736,910 
62,557 
61,030 
36, 659 

171,270 
160,931 

01,487 

793,  154 


Matches,  Japanese: 

I^arge 

Small 

Mats,  straw 

Meats:  Bacon  and  hams 

Medicines 

Medicines :  Patent 

Metals,  and  manufactures 
of: 
Brass  sheets  and  plates. 

Wire 

Copper     ingots     and 

slabs 

Sheets  and  plates 

Iron  and  mild  steel, 
new — 

Angles 

Bars 

Bolts,    nuts,   and 

washers 

Chains,  and  parts 

of 

Cobbles  and  wire 

shorts 

Fish  plates  and 
spikes  for  rail- 
way  

Hoops 

Nail  rods 

Nails,     cut     and 

wire 

Pig 

Pipes  and  tubes— 

Cast 

Wrouglit 

Plate  cuttings 

Rails 

Rivets 

Screws 

Sheets  and  plates.. 

Wire 

Iron  and   mild  steel, 
old- 
Cart  tires 

Horseshoes 

Iron,  galvanized— 
Sheets- 
Corrugated 

Plain 

Wire,    rope     and 

shorts 

Lead,  in  pigs  and  bars. 
Nickel,      immanufac- 

tured 

Steel,  bamboo  and  bars 

Tin,  in  slabs 

Tinned  plates 

White  metal  in  ingots 

and  sheets 

Zinc- 
Powder 

Sheets 

Needles 

Oil: 

Lubricating 

Kerosene — 

American 

Borneo 

Japanese 

Sumatra 

Opium:     Malwa,     Patna, 

and  Benares 

Paper: 

Bank  note 

Cap 

Cigarette 

Colored 

Enameled 

Packing  and  wrapping. 
Printing — 

Calendered       and 

sized 

Calendered  and 
sized,  .lapanese. . 


1914 


S3S0, 894 
218, 172 
92, 252 
60,617 
330, 801 
361,739 


58,067 
64,488 

74, 492 
64, 488 


85,017 
347,284 

35, 715 

38,039 

569,956 


344 
70,693 
84, 478 

163,643 
48, 166 

97,986 
2S,017 

415,137 

3,102 

30, 400 

35,810 

277,381 
61,565 


23,275 
61,434 


95, 107 
233,062 

198,893 
361, 291 

44,002 
129,434 
250, 743 
716,032 

24, 005 

33,948 
30, 105 
154, 050 

299, 184 

2,300,200 
589, 798 


1915 


1,796,503 
17,  712, 867 

21,279 
614,569 

55,301 
105,518 
160, 241 

98,953 

171,272 
13, 8.33 


$258, 163 
183,767 
90,381 
31,249 
339, 167 
236,029 


43,840 
11,246 


33, 525 
36,555 


70, 743 
212,202 

42,215 

18,058 
118,003 


16,018 

70,855 

258,996 

433,007 
15,350 

139, 197 

'i4i,'663 

4,190 

28,293 

29,733 

330,696 

6,086 


29,440 
44,760 


170,7.33 
193, 051 

1.34,874 
323, 137 

67,576 
24,947 
163, 350 
797, 730 

4,302 

800 
13, 209 
21,930 

374, 134 

2,103,682 

419,52! 

3,319 

1,208,541 

12,243,352 

114,490 
278,296 
44,437 
17, 102 
62, 899 
87, 727 


148,244 
:'.t,S7J 
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Articles. 


Paper— Continued. 

Printing— Continued. 
Uncalendcred  and 

unsized 

Uncalendered  and 
unsized,  Japa- 
nese   

All  other 

Paper-making    materials: 

Wood  pulp 

Pepper: 

Black 

White 

Perlumery 

Photographic  materials 

Piece  goods,  miscellaneous: 
Artificial  silk  fancies... 

Canvas 

Cotton  duck 

Gunny    and    Hessian 

cloth 

Silk  piece  goods — 

Plain 

Brocaded 

Mixtures — 

Plain 

Brocaded , 

Porcelain  ware:  tups  and 

saucers,  etc 

Printing  ink 

Provisions , 

Pump  and  fittings 

Railway  materials:  Bridge 
construction  materials — 

sleepers,  etc 

Pope: 

Hemp 

Manila ■ 

Shoes  and  boots:  Leather, 

etc 

Shooks  for  barrels,  casks, 

etc , 

Singlets  and  drawers: 

<  otton 

"Wright's"  underwear 


Socks:  Cotton 

Soda  ash 

Station  ry:  Account  books, 
blank  books,  etc 


$237, 490 


65, 5<'2 
49, 340 

59, 114 

214,309 
9,3.S4 
82,  lti5 
9(5, 461 

191,555 
82, 830 
71,397 

181, 221 

275, 226 
478,356 

263, 123 
22,694 

150, 691 
55, 987 

12^,303 
41,391 


146, 958 

24, 784 
27, 784 

66, 789 

155, 453 

75, 218 
77,900 


402, 232 
449,014 


2A  436 


1915 


S157,394 


123,405 
37, 791 

66,691 

324,427 
35, 538 

100,045 
73, 794 

123, 733 
44,334 
63, 479 

155,041 

253,389 
176,441 

224, 521 
14, 253 

85,380 
54, 009 
95, 780 
31, 716 


23,674 
26, 769 

55, 738 

62, 158 

43,226 
57, 165 
734,286 
167, 796 
260, 639 

125,964 


Articles. 


Stores,  hous-^hold  (not  in- 
cluding provisions) 

Stovi's  and  gratis 

Sugar 

T  'legraphic  materials 

T'd  phon  s,  and  mat:  rials 

for 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Toil  t  requisites 

Tramway  matt-rials 

Trimmings 

Typewriters, and  accessories 

I'mbrellas 

Vehicles: 

Locomotives  and  ten- 
ders, and  parts  of 

Motor  cars,  and  acces- 
sories  

Railway  cars  and  wag- 
ons, and  parts  of 

Watches 

Wines,  sririts,  etc.: 

B  eer  and  liqueurs 

Spirits  of  wine 

Woolen  and  cotton  mix- 
tures: 
Alj.acas,  lusters,  and 

Orleans 

Beaver  cloth 

Blankets  and  rugs 

Melton  cloth 

Sealskin  cloth 

Serges 

Union  and  poncho 

cloth 

Vicunas 

Woolen  goods: 

Camlets — English 

Coatings 

Cloth,  broad,  medium, 

and  habit 

Lastings,     plain,    fig- 
ured, and  crejed 

Suit  ings 

Wool,  Berlin 

Parcel  post  (not  classified) . 
All  other  articles 

Total 


$25, 339 

76, 363 

6,S74,(H2 

156,347 

50,675 
1,095,609 

83,761 
133,584 
119,801 

68,813 
542,843 


07, 180 

316, 538 

307,871 
142,265 

646, 192 
102,575 


54,176 
22,599 
58,566 
58,653 
4,944 
17,630 

686,675 
28,227 

54, 167 
53,160 

143,380 

139,834 

37,699 

385,237 

252, 240 

21,759,521 


159,854,997 


1915 


»25,676 

47,756 

,063,991 

112,837 

31,450 
276.654 

73,003 
8,983 

26,992 

64,966 
451, 109 


140,971 

234,405 

75, 490 
71,545 

487,999 
58, 530 


14,077 
2,226 
1,732 

12,945 

274 

1,761 

118,147 
9,924 

30,666 
36,6^ 

11,634 

61,261 
28,933 
232,951 
336, 683 
16,632,366 


121,307,203 


Principal  Increases  and  Decreases  in  Imports. 

As  is  seen  in  the  foregoing  table  of  imports,  eight  articles  show 
increases  of  $100,000  and  over  and  12  articles  show  decreases  of 
$500,000  and  over  in  value  in  1915.  The  corresponding  quantities  im- 
ported in  1914  and  1915  were  as  follows  for  some  of  these  articles : 


Articles. 


IN-CEEASF.D  IMPORTS. 

Bags,  gunny,  new pieces.. 

Cotton: 

Raw jounds.. 

Jeans,  Japanese  .".pieces.. 

Paraffin  wax do 

Nails,  cut  and  wire do 

Nail  rods do 

Pepper,  black do 

Sugar do 

DECREASED  lilFORTS. 

Cotton  goods: 

Italians,    plain    fast 
black pieces.. 


7,498, 
13, 429, 


6, 
3, 
1, 
1, 
144! 


1,156,999 


13,461,558 

45,267,200  i 

o22,133  ' 

10,032 

8,141 

6,189 

1,807 

119,353 


71.5,004 


Articles. 


DECEE.4SED  IMPORTS— COntd. 

Cotton  goods— Continued. 
Sheetings,   American, 

pieces 

Shirtings,  gray  and  white 

English pieces.. 

Velvets  and  velveteens, 

yards 

Yarn,  Japanese. pounds. . 

Dyes:    Indigo,    artificial, 

liquid  and  paste,  .pounds. . 

Lumber:  Softwood...sq.  ft.. 

Opium:  Indian pounds.. 

Oil:   Kerosene,  Sumatra, 

gallons 

Tobacco,  leaf tons. . 


1914 


865, 572 

5,924,355 

3,176,276 
77,170,779 

30,272,799 

98,011,090 

686,840 

17,857,999 
3,469 


1915 


530, 212 

5,037,153 

627, 483 
69,317,733 

3,626,800 
56, 437, 872 
459,227 

13,062,279 
931 
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Piece-Goods  Trade — American  Cottons. 

The  piece-goods  merchants,  in  spite  of  adverse  circumstances  due 
to  the  war,  had  a  fair  trade.  Imports  of  cotton  and  cotton  goods  in- 
creased more  than  $2,000,000  in  vahie.  The  total  number  of  pieces 
of  cloth  imported  during  1015  Avas  10,1U,1TG,  as  against  13,989.330 
in  1914  and  10.700,000  in  1913.  The  deliveries  were  13,079,413, 
against  13,171,554  in  1914  and  14,643,571  in  1913. 

American  piece  goods  were  not  largely  imported,  but  there  re- 
mained in  stock  219,330  pieces  of  shirtings  and  97.930  pieces  of  sheet- 
ings. Of  these  257,400  arrived  during  the  year.  There  are  87,895 
pieces  of  drills,  but  no  jeans,  in  stock,  the  total  imports  having  been 
apparently  15,000  and  4,000  pieces,  respectively.  American  cotton 
flannels  were  in  favor;  182,240  pieces  passed  through  the  Chinese 
Customs  and  218,737  pieces  were  delivered. 

The  prices  of  imported  piece  goods  advanced  sharply  after  Chinese 
Xew  Year  (Feb.  3,  191G),  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  difficulty  of  obtain- 
ing further  supplies,  especially  of  d3^ed  goods.  It  is  anticipated  that 
there  will  be  a  serious  shortage  of  stocks  in  a  few  months.  The  auction 
method  of  selling  piece  goods  has  been  as  popular  as  ever,  and 
4.033,798  pieces  were  disposed  of  in  this  manner,  as  against  3,982,608 
in  1914,  or  about  40  per  cent  of  the  quantity  imported. 

Imports  of  raw  cotton  advanced  by  $2,297,589,  due  to  the  much 
inferior  quality  and  quantitj^  of  last  season's  cotton  crop.  As  a  result 
local  mills  had  to  import  considerable  quantities  from  abroad.  The 
only  increase  of  any  importance  in  the  importation  of  cotton  manu- 
factures was  in  Japanese  jeans,  showing  an  advance  of  252,802  pieces, 
valued  at  $522,726,  thus  replacing  to  a  considerable  degree  British 
and  other  goods  of  this  description. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Japanese  competition  in  cotton  goods  has 
recently  become  serious.  I^nless  this  competition  is  met,  especially 
as  regards  price,  the  importation  of  European  and  American  cotton 
goods  will  be  greatly  curtailed  in  the  future. 

Shanghai  Cotton  Mills — Statistics. 

Cotton  mills  constitute  Shanghai's  chief  industrial  activity,  and, 
on  the  Avhole,  these  mills  had  a  fairly  satisfactory  year.  A  list  of 
the  mills,  together  with  the  number  of  spindles  and  looms,  is  given 
below : 


Mills. 


Ewo  Cotton  Spinning  &  Weav- 
inKCo.(Ltd.) 

Heng  Chang  Yuan 

Heng  Foong  Cotton  Manulac- 
turingCo.  (Ltd.) 

International  Cotton  Manufac- 
turing Co.  (Ltd.) 

.Soy  Chee  Cotton  Spinning  Co. 
(Ltd.) 


Kimg  Yik  Cotton  Spinning  & 
Weaving  Co.  (Ltd.) 

Laou  Kung  Mow  Cotton  Spin- 
ning &  Weaving  Co.  (Ltd.) 


Looms. 


Spindles. 


73,952 
9,392 

15,576 

■10,000 

40,060 

25,576 

30,548 


Mills. 


Nagai  Wata  Kaislia  (Co.) 

San  Sing  Cotton  Manufacturing 

Co.  (Ltd.) 

Shanghai  Cotton  Manufacturing 

Co.(Ltd.) 

Teh  rah  Cotton  Mill 

Tung  Chang  Cotton  Mill 

Yangtzepoo  Cotton  Mill 

Yue  Tung  Cotton  Mill 

Yu  Yuan  Cotton  Mill 


Looms. 


500 
510 


300 


Spindles. 


120,003 

(i5, 523 

45,.S72 
11,000 
11,. 300 
9,936 
IS,  000 
20, 936 


Several  new  cotton  mills  have  been  erected  and  started  and  others 
are  proposed,  together  with  additions  to  existing  plants.  The  new. 
additions  represent  the  latest  designs  and  best  quality  of  machinery 
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capable  of  working  the  finer  grades  of  goods.  More  looms  are  being 
installed — an  indication  that  native  hand  looms  in  China  will,  in 
course  of  time,  entirely  disappear. 

Cloth-finishing  machinery  is  being  installed  to  finish  canton  flan- 
nel, outings,  and  blankets — all  of  which  marks  a  step  forward  in 
China's  position  in  the  textile  world.  This  tendency  to  finer  counts 
of  yarn  will  offer  a  good  opportunity  for  American  cotton,  which 
must  be  used  until  the  product  in  China  is  improved. 

The  Ewo  Cotton  Mill,  Shanghai's  foremost  mill,  had  a  prosperous 
year  and  paid  a  dividend  of  32  per  cent,  a  record  in  the  mill's 
history.  The  International  Mill  paid  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent  on 
its  paid-up  stock.  The  Laou  Kung  Mow  Mill,  however,  had  a 
bad  year,  due  to  labor  and  other  troubles.  The  reports  of  the  other 
mills  are  not  yet  out,  but  the  general  indication  points  to  a  good 
year  all  around. 

The  outlook  for  1916  is  considered  less  promising.  However,  the 
partial  failure  of  the  local  cotton  crop  in  parts  of  the  Shanghai  dis- 
trict may  compel  the  mills  to  import  more  cotton  from  abroad  for 
their  requirements  during  the  next  few  months. 

New  enterprises  in  this  industry  are  in  course  of  development,  but 
the  difficulty  of  placing  orders  for  the  necessary  machinery  and  its 
shipment  at  present  will  probably  retard  the  consummation  of  these 
projects. 

Demand  for  American  Kerosene,  Provisions,  and  Groceries. 

Kerosene  was  in  steady  demand  during  the  year.  Imports  of 
Sumatra  kerosene  decreased  by  4,795,720  gallons,  a  decreased  out- 
put from  the  oil  fields  being  reported  as  accounting  for  the  shrinkage. 
American  kerosene  increased  by  over  1,000.000  gallons,  but  the  price 
in  American  currency  shows  a  slight  reduction,  owing  to  the  dif- 
ference in  exchange  values  of  gold  and  silver  during  1914  and  1915. 
Computed  in  silver  currency  there  was  an  increase.  A  small  quan- 
tity of  Japanese  oil  was  imported  during  the  year. 

The  demand  for  American  provisions  and  groceries  increased 
steadily,  and  1915  was  considered  a  record  year  in  this  line.  The 
l^artial  cutting  off  of  the  supply  from  Europe  diverted  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  trade,  and  at  the  same  time  American  products  were 
placed  in  the  market  in  an  aggressive  and  attractive  manner.  Ex- 
ceptionally careful  attention  has  been  given  almost  uniformly  to  the 
details  of  packing  and  shipping  and  with  highly  gratifying  results. 
In  some  instances  this  trade  was,  as  in  many  other  lines,  hampered 
by  a  lack  of  ocean  transportation  facilities. 

Reduced  Lumber  Importations. 

The  importation  of  softwood  lumber  decreased  by  41,573,218 
square  feet  in  1915.  the  decrease  in  valuation  being  $553,836.  Ap- 
proximately 50  per  cent  of  the  softwood  represents  fir  (Oregon  pine) 
from  the  Pacific  coast,  the  remainder  being  credited  to  Japan.  Un- 
usually heavy  stocks  of  fir  were  carried  over  from  1914  to  1915,  and 
these  stocks  were  gradually  disposed  of  during  the  year,  local  selling 
prices  advancing  to  the  doubling  point.  Earl^^  in  1916  the  price  of 
fir  reached  $65  per  1,000  feet  board  measure. 
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A  liealthy,  growing  business  in  the  importation  of  Pacific  coast 
timber  into  Shanghai  was  in  process  of  development  up  to  the  time 
when  the  trans-Pacific  merchant  tonnage  was  reduced  by  war-time 
conditions  and  the  disappearance  of  various  American  steamers. 
This  reduction,  coupled  with  the  requisitions  of  boats  on  the  Pacific 
by  the  belligerent  nations,  seriously  curtailed  lumber  imports  from 
the  United  States. 

American  Steel  Products — Brisk  Demand  for  American  Nails. 

Supplies  of  steel  in  Shanghai  were  low  at  the  beginning  of  1915, 
when  the  market  had  already  commenced  its  phenomenal  advance, 
and  the  increase  in  the  value  of  orders  placed  kept  pace  with  the 
increase  in  the  market  price  of  steel.  The  dealers'  principal  difficulty 
was  to  get  shipping  space  on  board  boats  plying  between  America 
and  Shanghai,  because  of  conditions  similar  to  those  that  have  ham- 
pered the  importation  of  American  lumber  and  other  American 
products. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1915  the  Chinese  Government  came  into 
the  market  for  bridges  and  rolling  stock,  and  it  is  recorded  that  the 
English  section  of  the  Hukuang  Railway  placed  orders  through  a 
Shanghai-American  company  for  several  locomotives  manufactured 
in  the  United  States.  Another  local  representative  of  xVmerican 
steel  interests  received  orders  from  the  same  source  for  railway- 
bridge  steel  to  the  amount  of  about  $500,000. 

The  sale  of  cut  and  wire  nails  increased  by  4,321  tons,  valued  at 
$269,364,  and  nail  rods  advanced  by  4,688  tons  amounting  to  $174,518. 
The  trade  in  steel  and  iron  products,  generally,  has  been  beneficial  to 
American  traders,  and  the  increased  quantities  are  credited  to  the 
United  States,  the  European  markets  having  been  closed  to  Shanghai 
buyers  during  the  year. 

Miscellaneous  Increased  Imports. 

Gunny  bags  are  used  chiefly  in  the  sacking  of  rice  and  beans  and 
come  chiefly  from  India  and  Japan;  the  increase  in  new  bags  im- 
ported was  valued  at  $617,517. 

Paraffin  wax,  used  in  the  manufacture  of  matches,  advanced  by 
$245,692.  The  high  price  of  imported  matches  (Japanese)  has  stimu- 
lated increased  outputs  at  the  local  factories,  and  there  are  prospects 
of  much  activity  in  the  match-making  industry  in  this  district. 

Black  pepper  imports  increased  by  620  tons,  valued  at  $110,118, 
and  were  principally  supplied  by  the  Straits  Settlements,  the  Dutch 
East  Indies,  and  Hongkong. 

Sugar,  while  it  decreased  in  quantity,  advanced  in  price  consider- 
ably, in  sympathy  with  prices  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The 
quantity  imported  decreased  by  24,680  tons,  while  the  increase  in 
value  was  $1,189,949.  The  local  retail  price  of  refined  sugar  for 
foreign  consumption  is  at  present  approximately  7^  cents  per  pound, 
against  5  cents  before  the  war.  Hongkong  is  the  point  of  manufac- 
ture or  of  transshipment  for  more  than  half  of  the  total  imports  into 
this  district. 
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Various  Decreases  in  Imports. 

The  imports  of  munitions  decreaKed  by  ^GT0,858,  thus  reflecting 
to  a  considerable  degree  the  effects  of  the  European  war.  Germany 
was  formerly  China's  chief  supplier  of  war  material,  and  the  stop- 
page of  German  shipping  has  dislocated  this  trade  between  the  two 
countries. 

Black-dyed  cotton  Italians  decreased  by  441,005  pieces,  amounting 
to  $1,8C)3,9G0  in  value,  owing  probably  more  to  the  congestion  of 
shipping  from  British  ports  than  to  the  Avant  of  demand.  Great 
Britain  has  always  commanded  the  trade  in  this  line  of  piece  goods. 

American  sheetings  continue  on  the  downward  trend.  This  year 
a  further  shrinkage  of  335,030  pieces  is  recorded,  at  a  value  of 
$1,104,350,  chiefly  due  to  competition  from  Japan. 

English  shirtings,  gray  and  white,  decreased  by  897,202  pieces, 
amouting  to  $5,015,143  in  value.  Velvets  and  velveteens  declined  by 
$526,845  in  value.  These  shortages  may  be  attributed  to  lack  of  ship- 
ping tonnage  from  Great  Britain,  as  these  goods  come  chiefly  from 
that  country. 

Opium  imports  decreased  by  227,613  pounds,  the  value  of  Avhich 
was  $5,469,515.  The  policy  of  restricting  the  importation  of  this 
drug  has  been  strictly  adhered  to,  and  prices  have  so  risen  that  deal- 
ers holding  stocks  have  profited  enormously. 

Tobacco-leaf  imports  decreased  by  2,538  tons,  valued  at  $818,955. 
In  this  trade,  also,  the  shrinkage  is  attributed  to  the  shortage  of 
ships. 
Native  Trade  in  Dyes,  Opiunr,  and  Rubber. 

Native  dealers  in  dyes  have  made  a  considerable  profit,  having 
bought  up  practically  the  entire  stock  of  the  Germans  soon  after  the 
war.  The  demand  from  England  and  America  created  high  prices, 
and  the  Chinese  merchants  were  not  slow  in  taking  advantage  of 
the  situation.  In  profits,  dyes  probably  ranked  first  and  opium 
second,  both  foreign  and  native  opium  dealers  realizing  heavy  re- 
turns. The  imports  of  aniline  dyes  and  artificial  indigo  declined  by 
nearly  $4,000,000  in  value;  whereas  the  quantity  of  indigo  imported 
in  1914  amounted  to  30,272,799  pounds,  the  quantity  for  1915  was 
only  3,626,800  pounds,  making  a  difference  of  over  26,000,000  pounds. 
Nevertheless,  the  value  decreased  by  only  $2,717,870. 

Shanghai's  rubber  investments  appreciated  largely  in  value  during 
the  year  and  brought  much  ready  money  into  the  hands  of  in- 
vestors, and  thus  the  large  sums  invested  in  1910,  the  year  of  the 
rubber  boom,  have  to  a  certain  extent  been  recovered.  The  apprecia- 
tion of  rubber  investments  had  a  beneficial  influence  on  retail  trade, 
as  investors  who  made  large  profits  were  more  inclined  to  buy  lux- 
uries. 

The  above-mentioned  and  other  favorable  local  trade  conditions 
combined  to  aid  Shanghai  transactions  in  various  commodities  by 
putting  money  into  circulation,  encouraging  numerous  building  enter- 
prises and  improvements,  etc. 
Chief  Exports  from  Shanghai. 

The  value  of  the  principal  exports  from  Shanghai,  as  compiled 
from  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  returns,  are  shown  for  1914  and 
1915  in  the  appended  table : 
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Articles. 


Bags,  gtmnj- 

Bean  cako 

Beans: 

Black 

Broad 

Green 

Yellow 

Beer 

Bran 

Bristles 

Cereals,  rice 

Chinawarc 

Cigarettes 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Raw 

Shirtings 

Sheetings 

Drills 

Jeans 

Nankeens 

Yarn 

Waste 

Eggs: 

Albumen  and  yolk 

Fresh 

Feathers 

Fibers: 

Grass  cloth 

Ramie 

Flour: 

Shanghai  mill , 

Other  mills , 

Hair: 

Horse,  including  tails. 

Human , 

Hides: 

BufTalo 

Cow 

Intestines,  pig,  ox,  etc 

Medicines 

Metals  and  minerals: 

Antimony,  crude,  ore, 
and  refuse 

Iron,  pig 

Oils: 

Bean , 

Cotton-seed 

Peanut 


?108,675 
S73, 224 

•300,42.j 

1,  29:3,  245 
.539,331 

2,  .34 1,838 
114,721 
244,611 

2, 520, 237 
2, 379,  220 
1,067,013 
1,809,659 


7, 4X8,  457 

142,0.53 

l,2S4,0-!4 

563,  :i67 

12,052 

3,028,978 

14,147,021 

27, 002 

1,517,297 
573,907 
428, 448 

755, 905 
1,295,720 

4,  41.8, 888 
279, 585 

286, 826 
139, 421 

625, 473 
6,144,369 

230,569 
1,187,960 


687, 656 
88,069 

285, 622 

623,  7s:3 

1,197,074 


$169, 173 
1,107,129 

2.50,122 
508, 858 
642, 103 

1,  542, 138 
92,835 
439,610 

2,488,415 

2,837,943 
691,318 

2,021,357 


6, 526, 691 
122, 800 

1,692,330 
739, 972 
116,642 

3, 107, 369 

13,465,055 

122, 768 

2,704,315 
409, 804 
169, 140 

583,  917 
1,600,922 

6, 456, 526 
647, 358 

108,777 
133,415 

382, 381 
7, 12',  235 

146, 129 
1,581,583 


2, 697, 820 
217.313 

429,601 

527, 764 

1,696,873 


Articles. 


Oils— Continued. 

Tea 

Wood 

Paper: 

Second  quality 

Shanghai  mill 

Peanuts: 

Jnshell...; 

In  kernel 

Pottery  and  earthenware . 
Seeds:" 

Rape 

Sesame 

Seed  cake: 

Cotton 

Rape 

Silk  and  maiiufactiu'cs  of: 

Pie^e  goods 

Pongees 

Raw — 

White 

Yellow 

Wild 

Cocoons 

Waste,  cocoon  refuse 

etc 

Skins: 

Goat 

Goat,  untanned 

T  amis 

Sheep 

Weasel 

Straw  braid 

Sngar 

Tallow: 

Animal 

Vegetable 

Teas 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Varnish 

■^A'ax:  White  and  yellow. . 
Wool: 

Camel's  hair 

Goat's 

Sheep's 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$74,937 
1,9:0,315 

1,062,288 
246,  797 

783, 787 

1,818,640 

616,522 

1,639,295 
4, 074, 885 

484, 640 
431,252 

4,6.56,113 
2,631,306 

15, 6.3s,  1.56 
4,00o,600 
1,899,274 
1,264,384 

2,212,914 

134, 175 
2,  ]03,2.'^2 

245,. 504 
55,3.30 
81,559 

685,515 

486, 667 

412,499 

1,146,335 

16, 632,  865 

1,787,515 

700, 445 

152,526 

450, 431 

220, 452 

3,684,820 

20,2.-3,107 


155,978,567 


$45,365 
1,710,875 

1,123,222 
225, 341 

311,489 

4,861,2.56 

638, 197 

1,819,199 
5,317,880 

560,315 
201,899 

5,022,868 
4,202,040 

22,212,601 
4, 027, 860 
2,962,568 
1,423,555 

3, 032, 666 

415,910 
2,131,388 

175,  no 

134,  .532 

38, 873 

1,396,382 

660, 166 

407, 260 

1,179,397 

23,203,140 

1,913,969 

570, 469 

203,387 

543,652 

1.55,524 

5, 2S2, 910 

21,949,172 


186,363,998 


Principal  Increases  and  Decreases  in  Exports. 

In  the  foregoing  table  of  exports  the  folloAvmg  articles  show  in- 
creases of  $500,000  and  decreases  of  $150,000  in  value,  respectively, 
in  1915.     The  corresponding  quantities  exported  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


INCEEASED  EXPORTS. 

Egg  albumen  and   yolk 

pounds 

Flour tons. 

Hides:  Cow pounds. 

Metals:  Antimony,  .tons. 
Peanuts:  Kernels. .  do. . . 
Seeds:  Sesame — pounds. 
Silk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Pongees poimds . 

Raw — 

White do... 

Wild do... 

Waste,  cocoon  refuse 

etc pounds. 

Straw  braid do... 

Teas do... 

Wool,  sheep's do . . . 


14,249,600 

129, 998 

33,561,600 

18,111 

37,  440 

161, 022,  800 

1,394,000 

4, 833, 733 
1, 828, 933 

8, 718, 533 

2, 01.5, 333 

129,613,477 

32, 820, 266 


22,601,067 

209, 980 

36, 208, 607 

2i,  106 

116, 706 

280,196,400 

2, 610, 933 

8,012,133 
3,234,667 

18, 078. 067 

4,  .530, 4  00 

153, 198, 267 

38, 780, 800 


Articles. 


DECREASED  EXPORTS. 

Beans:  Broad  and  yellow 

tons 

Cotton,  raw pounds 

Cotton  yam do.. 

Eggs:  Fresh dozen 

Feathers poi'nds 

Hair:  Horse do.. 

Hides:  Buffalo do.. 

Oil:  Wood tons 

Peanuts:  In  shell do.. 

Seedcake:  Rape do.. 


144,081 

80, 619, 866 

9.5,814,666 

11,878,1.53 

6, 162, 133 

1, 738, 600 

6,201,3.33 

23, 325 

25,  996 

41,893 


100,217 

73, 835, 866 

99,217,407 

8,012,310 

2, 866, 400 

767, 700 

4, 088, 800 

19, 869 

12,2.38 

20, 204 
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Silk  Exports  from  Shanghai. 

The  total  exports  of  silks  from  Shanghai  in  1915,  as  reported  by- 
local  exporters  engaged  in  this  trade,  amounted  to  93,938  bales,  con- 
sisting of:  White  steam  filatures,  29,738  bales;  yellow  steam  filatures, 
1.558  bales;  raw  and  rereeled  whites,  21,102  bales;  yellows,  1G,27G 
bales :  wild  silks,  22,2Gl^bales.  These  exports  were  distributed  among 
the  fol lowing  countries : 


Countries  and  exports. 

Quantity. 

Countries  and  exports. 

Quantity. 

America: 

White  steam  filatures 

Bales. 
13, 199 

Italy  and  Switzerland:  White  raw,  re- 
reels,  and  yellows 

Bales. 
148 

10, 268 

India  and  the  Levant  (including 
Egypt):  White  and  yellow  raw 

Hongkong,  China  coast,  and  Straits 
Settlements:  White  and  yellow  raw... 

Total 

America  and  Europe: a 

16,539 
1,558 

22,264 
2,576 
y,  242 

13, 267 

4  877 

Wildsilks                

93,938 

France:  While  raw,  rereels,  and  yellows. 

0  Separate  figures  not  obtainable. 
Demand  for  Pongees  and  Raw  Silk  in  America, 

The  exportation  of  silk  pongees  increased  by  over  $1,000,000  in 
value,  thus  recovering  to  a  considerable  degree  the  shortage  in  1914, 
which  was  over  $2,000,000.  Silk  pongees  experienced  a  brisk  demand 
from  the  United  States  during  the  year,  and  Avith  good  shipping 
facilities  there  will  be  no  doubt  a  permanent  and  increasing  trade 
Avith  American  buyers. 

Exports  of  raw  silk,  including  cocoons,  increased  more  than 
$8,000,000  in  value  in  1915,  large  quantities  being  sold  in  the  United 
States.  •  The  following  table,  compiled  from  unpublished  Chinese 
Customs  records,  shows  the  total  quantities  of  silk  exported  to  for- 
eign countries  during  1913,  1914,  and  1915,  together  W'ith  an  estimate 
of  the  percentage  of  quantities  taken  by  each  country  during  1915: 


Class. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Per  cent  exported  in  1915  to— 

Raw: 

White 

rounds. 
1,229,600 

2,110,400 

2,051,400 

3,214,932 
3,167,333 

2,C01,1?3 

10,190,133 

3,'.53S,266 

Pounds. 
688, 527 

1,793,104 

1,178.963 

3,176,a33 
1,811,689 

2,757,417 

7,019,417 

1,682,840 

Pounds. 
723,080 

1,562,105 

2,'7S7,360 

4,89S,1&3 
3,173,948 

4,224,830 

12,499,800 

5,544,760 

India  40,  France  32\,  Groat  Britain 

Yellow 

19. 
India  77,  France  10,  Turkey,  Persia, 

etc.,  8. 
United  Slates  55,  France  25,  Great 

Britain  7,  Japan  7. 
France  53,  United  States  40. 

Rereeled,     including     from 
dupions. 

Raw  wild 

United  States  62,  France  30,  Japan 

3,  Italy  3. 
Japan  60,  France  22,  United  Stales 

5,  Italy  11. 
Italy  34,  France  32,  Great  Britain  23, 

Cocooas,     including     waste 

yarn. 
Waste 

Cocoons,  refuse 

United  States  7. 
France  70,  Ilalv  29. 

Total 

28,809,197 

20,108,850 

35,414,066 

Output  of  Shanghai  Flour  Mills  Increasing — Prices. 

Shanghai  flour  seems  to  be  gradually  replacing  the  foreign  im- 
ported article,  the  increase  in  the  quantity  shipped  to  the  other  ports 
of  China  in  1915  being  79,982  tons,  valued  at  $2,405,411.  Notwith- 
standing the  increased  exports,  it  is  stated  that  local  mills  did  not, 
in  all  instances,  have  a  successful  year,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they 
had  to  meet  outstanding  contracts  at  a  low  figure,  Avheat  having 
advanced  considerablv  .since  the  contracts  were  entered  into.     Busi- 
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ness  in  American  flour  continued  to  be  unsatisfactory,  clue  to  high 
prices  in  the  United  States,  high  freights,  and  shortage  of  tonnage. 
Small  quantities  came,  however,  as  heretofore,  largely  to  cater  to  the 
needs  of  the  foreign  community. 

Altogether  there  are  15  flour  mills,  large  and  small,  in  and  about 
Shanghai.  The  daily  product  of  all  the  mills  is  about  25,000  small 
(49-pound)  sacks  of  flour,  or  approximately  6,000  barrels.  The  Fa 
Fung  Co.,  "syliich  is  the  largest  in  Shanghai,  operates  three  mills, 
all  of  which  are  in  operation  day  and  night.  This  company  grinds 
about  7,000  bushels  of  wheat  per  day  and  produces  about  5,000 
small  sacks  of  flour. 

The  local  Avholesale  prices  of  native  milled  flour  were  quoted 
recently  as  follows:  First  grade,  $1.25  gold  per  small  sajk,  or  $5 
per  barrel ;  second  grade,  $1.15  per  small  sack,  or  $4.60  per  barrel ; 
third  grade,  $1.10  per  small  sack,  or  $4.40  per  barrel.  The  retail 
prices  charged  by  a  firm  of  native  dealers  is  about  $1.55  gold  per 
sack  of  49  pounds,  while  the  American  "  Blue  Stem  "  brand  is  quoted 
by  the  same  dealer  at  $2  per  sack.  The  difference  in  the  retail  price 
between  the  first  quality  of  China  flour  and  American  flour  is  nearly 
$2  gold  per  barrel.. 

Heavy  Increase  in  Tea  Exports. 

The  sale  of  teas  of  all  kinds  increased  by  23,584,790  pounds,  valued 
at  $6,570,275.  Increased  quantities  went  chiefly  to  Russia,  which 
country  had  been  outbidding  all  others  in  the  purchase  of  tea  during 
the  3'ear. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exportation  of  tea  to  the  princi])al 
foreign  countries  buying  during  1914  and  1915,  the  increase  being 
over  23,000,000  pounds: 


Coimtries. 


GREEN  TEA. 


Austria 

Australia 

British  America. 

British  India 

France 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Japan 

Russia 

United  States 

Another 


Total. 


BLACK  TEA. 


Austria 

Australia 

British  America 

British  India 

France 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Japan,  including  Taiwan 

and  Chosen 

Russia 


Pounds. 
27,200 


1,267,200 
2,069,200 
5,061,067 

606,400 
1,991,867 

666,667 
7,6S2,933 
13,185,067 
2,061,466 


34,619,067 


485,200 

366, 267 

843, 600 

10, 133 

316,667 

2,146,800 

7,860,533 

406,667 
5,006,800 


Pounds. 


267 
1,125,600 
2,633,333 
7, 576, 267 


1,307,333 
91,600 
9,973,407 
11,698,267 
3,903,866 


38,310,000 


616,400 

1,074,800 

7,467 

50O, 267 


9,202,533 


383, 333 
18,171,067 


Countries. 


BLACK  TEA— continued. 


United  States. 
All  other , 


Total. 


BRICK  TEA,  BLACK  AND 
GREEN. 

India 

Russia 


Total. 


LEAF,   TABLET,   AND  DUST 
TEA. 


British  America. 

British  India 

France 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Japan 

Russia 

United  States 

Allotlier 


Total - 


Pounds. 
7,380,000 
742,533 


25,565,200 


17,066 
53,2)9,067 


53, 236, 133 


3,334 

177,600 

3, 333 


2,295,200 

93, 600 

1,655,600 


143, 333 


4,372,000 


Povnds. 
5,021,867 
680,066 


35,748,400 


27  733 
57, 692,' 667 


57, 720, 400 


3,067 

5,333 

670, 133 


2,308,667 

70,933 

5,258,667 

400 

1,4:5,333 


9, 792, 533 


Increased  Sales  of  Eggs,  Cowhides,  Antimony,  Etc. 

There  were  several  other  notable  increases  in  the  exports  of  Chinese 
products  in  1915.  Egg  albumen  and  yolk  exports,  which  decreased 
in  1914,  increased  in  value  by  over  $1,000,000  in  1915.     This  trade 
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was  active  during  the  year  owino-  to  the  high  price  offered,  and  has 
been  partly  tlie  cause  of  reduced  slripments  of  fresli  eggs. 

Exports  of  co^Yhides,  Avhich  decreased  in  1014,  recovered  during 
1015,  the  increased  quantity  exported  being  2,G47,067  pounds,  valued 
at  $980,8GG.  The  increased  (juantity  went  chiefly  to  the  United 
States;  Italy  also  took  more  than  her  usual  supply. 

Exports  of  antimony  increased  hy  5,905  tons  in  1015,  and  the  value 
advanced  by  $2,010,164,  the  total  1014  valuation  being  only  $087,5(55. 
Shanghai  is  only  the  port  of  transshipment  for  this  product,  which 
is  exported  from  the  port  of  Changsha,  in  the  Province  of  Iliman. 
The  price  of  antimony  before  the  war  was  $120  per  ton;  it  is  now 
fjuoted  at  $500  per  ton. 

Exports  of  peanut  kernels,  which  decreased  in  1014,  advanced  by 
$3,042,616  in  1915.  The  export  of  this  commodity  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, especially  to  the  United  States,  promises  to  be  healthy. 

Exports  of  sesame  seeds,  Avhich  decreased  by  more  than  $3,000,000 
hi  1914,  recovered  in  1915  to  the  extent  of  $1,200,000  and  more.  '  As 
this  c^^mmoclity  went  chiefly  to  Germany  in  the  past,  it  is  not  expected 
that  there  Avill  be  much  improvement  until  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  war  in  Europe. 

Straw-braid  exports  advanced  by  $710,867,  more  than  recovering 
the  shortage  of  1914,  which  was  over  $500,000. 

Wool  exports  increased  in  1015  by  5,960,534  pounds,  valued  at 
$1,598,090.  As  is  usual,  America  took  the  largest  quantity.  A  strong 
demand  existed  throughout  the  year  and  every  advance  in  price  was 
maintained,  the  advance  in  price  between  January  1  and  December 
31  being  estimated  at  fully  50  per  cent. 

Decreased  Exports  of  Beans,  Chinaware,  Eaw  Cotton,  Yarn,  Etc. 

Bean  exports  continued  to  drop,  yellow  and  broad  beans  showing  a 
decrease  of  $1,584,087  in  value  in  1915,  indicating  further  diminished 
quantities  shipped  to  the  countries  at  war  in  Europe. 

Exports  of  chinaware,  w4iich  dropped  in  1914  more  than  $100,000 
hi  value,  suffered  a  further  decline  of  $375,695. 

Exports  of  raw  cotton  decreased  by  $061,766,  due  to  the  shortage 
of  last  season's  crop. 

Exports  of  cotton  yarn  increased  in  quantity  more  than  3,000,000 
l)ounds  in  1015;  computed  in  silver  currency,  an  increase  would  be 
shown,  but  the  difference  in  the  exchange  value  of  gold  and  silver 
between  1014  and  1015  has  resulted  in  a  technical  decrease  of  $681,966 
gold. 

Exports  of  fresh  eggs  declined  3,865,843  dozens,  valued  at  $164,103, 
in  1015.  The  egg  export  trade,  which  promised  to  be  an  expanding 
business,  has  been  seriously  interrupted  by  the  high  freights  existing 
throughout  the  year.  The  high  price  for  albumen  and  egg  yolk  also 
tended  to  restrict  the  movement  of  fresh  eggs. 

Grass-cloth  exports,  which  declined  nearly  $200,000  in  1914,  suf- 
fered a  further  drop  of  $171,988  in  value  in  1915. 

Horsehair  exports,  which  went  chiefly  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
dropped  by  more  than  $170,000  in  value. 

Exports' of  buffalo  hides  suffered  a  decline  of  more  than  2,000,000 
pounds,  valued  at  $243,002,  in  1915.  These  hides  formerly  went 
largely  to  Germany  and  the  Levant.     Numerous  experiments  in  the 
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United  States  in  the  tanning  of  these  hides  were  not  successful,  the 
leather  produced  not  being  desirable. 

Exports  of  wood  oil,  which  declined  by  more  than  $500,000  in  1914, 
experienced  a  further  drop  of  $-239,-l:70  in  1915.  This  trade  used  to 
be  largely  handled  by  (lernian  merchants,  and  since  the  war  their 
business  has  been  practically  cut  oif. 

Exports  of  peanuts  in  the  shell  decreased  by  $472,298  in  1915.  This 
decrease,  however,  is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  increased 
export  of  shelled  peanuts. 

Exports  of  rapeseed  cake  declined  21,G89  tons.  This  article  went 
chiefly  to  Japan. 

America  Buying  Feathers  from  Shanghai. 

Exports  of  feathers  (duck,  fowl,  etc.)  declined  by  about  $100,000 
in  value  in  1914  and  suffered  a  further  drop  in  1915  of  $259,308. 
Germany  was  China's  best  buyer  in  this  line,  and  now  considerable 
quantities  are  being  shipped  to  the  United  States.  For  a  time 
America  took  little  interest  in  feathers  from  China,  but  ultimately 
American  exporters  at  Shanghai  convinced  buyers  that  heretofore 
only  inferior  grades  had  been  offered.  They  substituted  higher  class 
products  of  this  kind  that  had  previously  gone  to  Germany.  Thus  a 
demand  was  created  in  America  for  feathers  from  China. 

Heavy  Increase  in  Declared  Exports. 

The  declared  exports  from  Shanghai  to  the  United  States  proper 
increased  by  $14,450,427  in  1915.  The  declared  exports  from  Shang- 
hai to  the  Philippines  also  increased  about  $60,000,  but  those  to 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  decreased,  owing  to  a  decrease  in  the  ship- 
ments of  pig  iron. 

The  following  table  shows  the  values  of  the  principal  exports  to 
the  United  States  as  invoiced  through  the  Shanghai  consulate  general 
in  1914  and  1915 : 


Articles. 


TO  U>aTED   STATES. 


Antimony: 

Crude 

Regulus 

Beeswax 

Breadstufis: 

Bran  wheat 

Maize 

Bristles 

Casings,  hog 

Chemicals: 

Albumen 

Anilme  dyes 

Camphor 

Gallnuts 

Indigo  paste 

Licorice  root 

Musk 

Rhubarb 

Chinaware 

Cotton,  raw 

Eggs,  fresh 

Egg  yo'.k 

Feathers  and  downs . 
Fibers: 

China  grass 

All  other 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Peanuts — 

Shelled 

Unshelled . . . 


$2, 434 
10,959 

17,  .S54 
22,  779 

1S.5,  474 
:30,  772 

355, 747 


21,694 
10,906 


52,066 
27,097 
2.3,912 
133, 858 
538,645 
42, 105 
35, 288 


1915 


$146, 220 
773, 737 
15, 606 

53,503 


199, 870 
44,945 

629,083 

1,865,723 

6,419 

36, 322 

2, 482, 129 

50,512 

76,674 

14,734 

23,772 

106, 802 

81, 102 

129,977 

154,597 

30, S46 
20,902 


37,642 
36, 043 


Anicles. 


TO  UNITED  STATES— COntd. 

Fruits  and  nuts — Continued. 
Walnuts- 
Shelled 

Unshelled 

Furs: 

Dressed — Dog  mats 

Undressed- 
Cat 

Deer  and  doe 

Goat 

Leopard 

Sheep  and  lamb 

AU  other 

Gold: 

Chinese  bars 

Yens 

Hair,  human  (cleaned) 

Hats,  rush,  straw,  and  wood- 
shaving 

Hides: 

Buffalo- 
Salted 

Dry 

Cow  and  calf,  salted 

Cow,  dry .. . 

Pony  and  horse,  dry 

Household  and  personal  ef- 
fects  : :..■..... 

Iron,  pig 


$2, 673 
32, 133 

50,851 

13,316 

18,114 
615,316 
5,437 
37, 410 
19,471 

2, 464, 130 


14, 122 
21, 607 


20,053 
21,911 
171,229 
612,144 
75,322 

17,055 
10,632 


1915 


$10,619 
10,923 

SO, 210 

9,772 

113,771 

1, 140, 100 

10, 709 

116, 170 

39, 276 

5,634,884 

100,520 

10, 264 

36, 305 


68,  .320 
113,404 
228, 799 
889,449 

14, 663 

Zi,  210 

100, 103 
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SUPPLEMENT    TO    COMMERCE    REPORTS. 


Articles. 


TO  tfNITED  STATES— COntd. 

Oils,  vesietable: 

Bean 

C'ot  tonseed 

Peanut 

Wood 

Porcelains,  ant  ique 

Speeds: 

Rape 

Sorghum '. — 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Waste 

Wild 

Cocoons 

Pongees 

Silver  dollars  (clean  Mexican) 

Straw  braid , . 

Tea 


X'egetahles: 

Carlics 

Peas 

Wool: 

Goat 

Sheep , 

Zinc  ore , 

All  other  articles 

Total 


TO  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 


Beeswax 

Candles 

Coxl 

Cotton  goods:  Nankeens. 
Drums,  empty 


1914 


§361,678 

491 

41,923 

19, 286 


651 

7, 359, 150 

525,947 

70S,  147 

33, 159 

55,290 


19,700 
2, 729, 706 

7,982 


6, 424 

1, 073, 325 

31,375 

105, 065 


19,045,070 


7,705 


1915 


$15, 233 

430,938 

13,441 

39,919 

68, 380 

22,671 
IS,  564 

10, 199, 255 

341,287 

1,524,051 

68,92o 

333, 449 

167, 010 

321,196 

2, 198, 368 

31,621 
24,298 

12, 185 

1,639,392 

37, 474 

219, 200 


33, 495, 497 


1,142 
8,562 
2,463 
3,005 

2,458 


Articles. 


TO  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS— can. 


Dyes;  Aniline 

Eggs,  fresh 

Films,  cinematograph 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufac- 
tures of: 

Cast  iron 

Pig  iron 

Distillery,  and  fittings... 
Meat  and  dairy  products: 

Hams 

Meats,  canned 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Piece  goods 

Pongees 

Soap 

Straw  braids 

Tallow,  vegetable 

Tea .-. 

All  other  articles 


Total 

TO  HAWAHAN  ISLANDS. 


Breadstuff  s: 

Maize 

Wheat  bran. 

Iron,  pig 

Porcelains 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Grand  total. 


1914 


SI,  082 

""'sso' 


874 
55, 503 


17,  sis 
226 


1,661 
1,014 

7,845 


106,834 


396 


15,465 

201 

1,771 


17,  S33 


19, 169, 737 


$3,601 
2,945 


2,725 
1,940 
1,589 

74,  SOT, 
23,429 

17,9Z-> 
4,931 
1,155 
1,594 
5,704 


7,581 


167,554 


883 

1,4.-)- 

10,312 

599 

644 


13, 895 


33,676,946 


There  were  no  declared  exports  to  Porto  Rico  in  1915.  Eetiirned 
American  goods  amounted  to  $17,252  in  1915,  as  compared  with 
$26,385  in  1911. 

Sources  of  Shanghai  Customs  Revenue — Movement  of  Treasure. 

The  Shanghai  Maritime  Customs  revenue  for  1915  showed  a  decline 
of  $1,097,701.  The  following  table  shows  the  sources  from  which 
the  revenue  was  derived  in  1914  and  1915 : 


Sources  of  revenue. 

1914 

1915 

Sources  of  revenue. 

1914 

1915 

Import  duty 

$4,780,986 

1,177,025 

503, 196 

230,534 

576, 383 

$3,676,619 

1,448,740 

610, 741 

172,649 

431, 70S 

Tonnage  dues 

?621,056 
191,821 

$437,855 

204,988 

Total 

8,081,001 

6,983,300 

The  importation  of  gold  decreased  from  $501,857  in  1914  to  $184,905 
in  1915.  The  export  of  the  same  metal  increased  from  $8,907,880  to 
$10,230,433,  the  increased  quantity  going,  as  during  1914,  to  the 
United  States,  and  creating  in  most  instances,  it  is  understood,  credits 
for  remittances  to  Germany.  Silver  imports  increased  from 
$2,a82^6Q6-^:f%l^,l;15i,-4iiid^xp9rts  from  $9,030,663  to  $11,552,742. 
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